[The father's idealization and devaluation].
The father's importance is described in terms of contrasting and complementary aspects with regard to child's mother. Even in cases of actual fatherlessness the child will develop an early representation, which is characterized by idealizing processes. Idealization is understood as a developmentally adequate process, the limitation of which helps the maturing child to accept realities and thereby find his/her place in the succession of the generations. Two case histories illustrate the pathological meaning of unprocessed idealizations